
Community Scholars Reflection and Artifact 

Prior to entering the Community Scholars program I was honestly feeling burned out on 
service-learning projects and supporting students with engaging in community-based learning.  
I had spread myself thin when coordinating sites for students to complete projects and didn’t 
feel that students were engaging in ample reflection upon completing their projects.  The whole 
process felt messy and like much too much work to sustain.  

After participating in the Community Scholars program I, first and foremost, was assured that 
the process is supposed to feel messy and was reminded that students may not always be 
developmentally in a place to achieve the level of connection with the community that I 
desired.  I also learned that, despite this, service learning is still impactful and worthwhile. The 
moment from the program that stands out most in my mind was talking to community 
members in the New Town neighborhood in Jacksonville that commented that they didn’t 
necessarily need to benefit from student contributions, but rather that the student’s 
engagement in their community – opening their mind to the community, to new 
neighborhoods, and gaining a better understanding of the lives of people around them – was 
enough. This brought me great comfort and really renewed my desire to get students into the 
community.  

I gained tremendous knowledge by listening to the innovative ways in which my colleagues 
were engaging with the community and challenging students to do the same.  In particular, I 
was impressed to review the ways in which my colleagues go about assessing student progress 
in service learning, community partner perceptions and needs, and finally student’s perceptions 
and needs.  To be honest, it was just nice to have an opportunity to really connect with my 
colleagues more than just in passing at a meeting.   

Although my initial intention when joining the program was to narrow down and better refine 
the projects that my students would be doing with a selected list of community partners.  After 
reflecting further on these activities throughout the Community Scholars program, I decided 
that the flexibility is important and working well for me.  Instead, I realized that I would gain 
more if I added an assessment component that included greater reflection that the current 
presentation students create.  As such, I’ve created a reflective assignment for my artifact.  I 
will spend time this summer developing additional exit surveys for students and community 
partners to inform continual improvements to the project and be more responsive to student 
and community partner needs.  

  



ARTIFACT 

Reflection on Your Service Learning Project 

I’d like you to take a few moments to reflect on your service learning projects.  Please provide 
your honest responses to the following questions:  

1. What worked well?  
 

2. What did not work so well or required tweaking?  
 

3. If you were to do this project again, what would you do differently?  
 

4. Were there any changes as a student or person that you experienced as a result of this 
experience?  
 

5. How do you anticipate applying Learning Theory in your everyday life in the future?  
 

6. If I were to interview your community partners about their experience working with you 
on this project, what do you think they would say?  
 

7. Do you think your community partner benefited from your project?  If so, how?  If not, 
why not?  
 

8. Do you have any other feedback for me on this project?  


